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Editor-
We have done some preparation at the working bee, had 
a 40th birthday party opening day, and sailed our first 
race of the 2016-17 season, (the second race day 
cancelled due to the rain and dodgy forecast). Most 
people have even paid their subs. Now before we get on 
with the new season we'll recap here what's happened so 
far just in case you missed it, or liked it so much you'd 
like to relive it, so read on.
Tedd Warden
Editor temp
tedd_w@yahoo.com.au

Commodore-
 I am delighted to report that after a long and wet winter, 
your club has burst into the 2016/17 season with gusto.
The working bee was well attended with over 30 
members joining, ranging from ages 8 to 80.  Together 
we achieved an amazing amount and had our hard work 
rewarded with a sausage sizzle. It was an incredible 
atmosphere, with members new and old, joining in to get 
some very worthy projects completed including:
• Upgrade and extension of the personal water craft 
racking creating additional space for SUPs, kayaks and 
tenders in the club’s compound,
• The Control tower was upgraded with installation of a 
new benchtop and power supply for Radio and Hooter. 
Start lights have been repaired. Two new office chairs 
and window tinting to the glass to reduce glare and heat 
load will make the Control tower a most comfortable 
place to be this Summer!
• Compound shed has been cleared and prepared for the 
sailing season.
• The Grounds and roadway were extensively cleared, 
trimmed and groomed by an army of Whipper snippers 
and a tractor manned by our resident auctioneer looking 
after the heavy lifting.
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WEB PAGE ADDITIONS-
Crew Noticeboard

Our beloved and saintly Commodore 
checking OH&S compliance.

mailto:tedd_w@yahoo.com.au


Thanks to House and Grounds Committee member, Tedd 
Warden for organising a very productive and enjoyable 
morning.
The formal opening of our season and our 40th Ruby 
anniversary was marked by a fabulous opening day 
lunch.  Over 70 members including eight new members 
and the Commodore and partner of our neighbouring 
Somers Yacht club were in attendance.  We were met 
with a glass of bubbles followed by an outstanding 
catered three course meal. The blowing out of our 
birthday cake candles by past and present commodores 
was a symbolic recognition of the club’s 40th year and its 
rich history.  The unveiling and naming of the new “Ant 
Grage” RIB was a possible highlight particularly the 
humorous and insightful anecdotes Ant shared with us 
about the club’s early history and his experiences.  The 
new bathrooms were also unveiled and positive 
comments received.   Due to high winds, our scheduled 
race was cancelled however four brave sailors did launch 
and so the Sail past and salute to the Commodore was 
achieved to a rousing three cheers for Flinders Yacht 
Club. Thanks to our Vice Commodore and partner, 
James and Susan Grant and Helen Kent for putting 
together a truly great day.
I would like to extend an especially warm welcome to our 
new members that have joined the club this year.
Ultimately the success of any club can be measured by 
how welcoming it is.  
Is it a welcoming place to catch up with friends or make 
new ones?  
Are the activities fun and inclusive?
And is it a great place to just hang at the beach?
I think Flinders Yacht Club ticks all the boxes and it’s a 
real testament to our members and Committee, past and 
present, that this has been achieved.
In further news, your committee has acquired a RIB 
retrieval vehicle. While we have just managed in the past 
to get our rescue boats launched it was agreed that a 
mature but serviceable 4WD vehicle is a much better 
solution to the current practise involving a “pressed” gang 
of members to manually haul the boats in and out. We 
hope to have the Flinders “mobile patrol” on deck before 
our January peak season.
Looking ahead, the Sailing school and Tackers program 
commences on the 27th December and will be a fun and 
action packed five days of sailing and social activity at 
the club.  Please come down and join in.
The Commodores Cocktail Party will be held on Saturday 
the 7th of January and is sure to be a great evening – 
please keep a look out for your invitation.
It is going to be an exciting season of sailing and 
socialising and I am looking forward to seeing you all at 
the Club over the summer months.
 
Rob Cave
Commodore.
rob@careinvest.com.au 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7th reason why this is Tedd's most useful car-

Ant & Deidre Grage with 
Commodore Rob & Anna-

Sail Past for our Commodore, 
from the deck- 
3 cheers; hip ray! hip ray! hip ray!!!

mailto:rob@careinvest.com.au


Welcome to new members
 
 
We are thrilled to welcome 20 new members to FYC.  
11 of these resulted from the initiative proposed by John 
Mitchell (Montalto) with encouragement from his daughter 
Heidi Williams.  John requested we “donate” a family 
membership to the Flinders Kinder “Big Night Out” to be 
auctioned at their fundraising event on the 22nd October.  
Robin Wake was the successful bidder.  So a big 
welcome to Robin and his family. Robin is a keen sailor 
so we look forward to seeing him on the water.
John and Heidi also suggested we put together a special 
deal to be offered to the young families attending the 
fundraising.  The idea being to get more local young 
families into the club. So we put together 10 “Family 
Membership Packages” that had to be actioned within 
two weeks.  And we are delighted to report all 10 
packages have been taken up, so welcome to:
Elizabeth Clancy, Ed Merrison, daughter Phoebe and 
sons Bill and Freddie,
Sonia & Nicholas Edwards, daughter Ada and son Owen,
Matthew Hudson, Lucinda Koch, daughter Claudia and 
son Harry,
Chris & Emma Ince, and daughters Paige and Taylah,
Anthony & Jenny Jones and sons Alistair and Julion,
Andrew & Georgia Nikakis and daughters Chloe, Phoebe 
and Charlotte,
Dean & Billy Pullar and children Olly, Charlie and Mimi,
Edward and Kate Sedgley and daughters Coco, Lola and 
Milla,
Neil Smith & Jo Laver and daughters Millie and Poppy.
Neil & Heidi Williams, sons Lewis, Sonny and daughter 
Jemima.
 
We also warmly welcome:
Warwick & Linley Cruise
James & Victoria Fogarty and daughters Lilly and Rose
Francesca Hargrave and James Patterson
John Drake & Susan Hunt
Craig & Denise Kibby
Jennifer & Andrew McConnell and children Lachlan, 
Campbell and Mary.
Candace Ormerod
 
 
We recommend you explore the updated FYC website 
and become a regular visitor to it so you know what is 
happening on and off the water.  
We know FYC is a special place and we look forward to 
our new members enjoying all that the club offers as 
have families for the past 40 years.
Helen Kent
Membership

membership@flindersyc.com.au 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Newbie Ramon adds precision to Racks-

A welcome to Andrew doing coffee run-

Welcome Warwick, Sue, Michelle, Peter,
and Craig-

mailto:membership@flindersyc.com.au


Working Bee

A very big thank you to all those who joined the pre-
season working bee.  
Many hands certainly made light work of the long list of 
jobs that were required to ensure FYC was ready for 
Open Day the next Sunday.

• Genevieve Barnett, Jane Morgan and Helen Bogdan,
the three amigos, made the windows sparkle.
• Warren Joel expertly manned the tractor to tame Lacey
Drive, clear the beach access of seaweed and slash 
around the bonfire.
• Rick Barker and his team sorted out the compound.
• New members, Andrew and Jenny McConnell,
introduced themselves who with sons Lachlan and 
Campbell and daughter Mary provided invaluable help 
inside and around the grounds. 
• Nat White and David Jarman, chainsawed, gardened,
and did a magnificent job cleaning the bbq.
• Leigh Glover, Andrew Kings, Smokey Dawson and
Mike Morgan weed wrangled and whipper snipped.
• David Campbell made a chainsaw massacre of errant
timber. Ramon Warner erecting posts for the rack.
• Grant Matthews organised the RIBs & Shed with Brian
Coleman and David Hayne.
• Warwick Mitchell threw himself into the working bee
losing his mobile. Mighty relief to be reunited with said 
device for his dash to the hospital to see his partner.
• Mary Iles, Sarah Kings, Jenny & Mary McConnell,
cleaned, sorted, tidied, tossed and made an inventory of 
everything in the back room storage cupboards.
• Annie Austin, Helen Kent and Rosalie White did a
similar job in the kitchen.  Annie repainted the notice 
board made tricky having to use a tooth not paint brush.
• Angus Farrar took on the tasks requiring ladders that
the fair maidens in the club house were not comfortable 
with, and looked mighty attractive in this role.
• Our esteemed Commodore, Rob Cave, "tweaked" the
bathrooms.  He also led a "Dads' Army" team replacing 
the tower lights and installation of a new basket ball ring 
whilst balancing on a ladder, all the while complying to  
our club's strict OH&S policies.
• Mike Hollowood renovated the Tower desk in a crisp
white.  Note to Tower volunteers,  wear sunglasses when 
on duty, although the tinting will help.
• Tedd Warden organised the sun to shine, made lists,
sourced bit-n-pieces, played overseer and cracked the 
whip. 
• Andrew Kings did a tip run and missed out on his
promised 2nd sausage.
• Lucy Barker, Luca Cave and James Hollowood were
loose players able to fit in and be useful all over the place

After three short hours came a culinary climax as we all 
enjoyed a sausage from Ralph's sizzled to perfection by 
Chefs Joel, White and Jarman.

Joy and David Jarman very kindly washed the dishes and 
cleaned up afterwards.
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The Three Amigos-

Warren cuts a fine figure on the slasher-

Annie 'rattles those pots 'n pans-

Rob Brian Lucy and Angus move stuff-
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A Sarah with two Marys-

Joy, Warren and David
Now THIS is a sausage-

Workers at rest on the deck-

Mike leads the Tower crew Lachlan, Campbell 
and Andrew-

Rosalie and Helen clear the cupboards-

Grant and Smokey discuss their next move-



Our 40th Birthday Opening
After a crispy grey morning the skies opened for a happy 
sunny day to welcome our club's 40th opening. Many 
previous commodores and wives joined us for this 
special day. The festive decorations in club colours were 
enhanced by the hearty lunch aromas from caterers 
David and his team from Safety Beach Yacht Club.

Commodore Rob welcomed all, especially the new 
members, to the direction of ringmaster and master of 
ceremonies Vice Commodore Grant Mathews.

The catering with canapés and bubbles on the deck, 
sitting main, then yummy deserts were managed 
efficiently and with great taste thank you.

The John Kent Cellars award for 'prompt' payment of 
fees, valued at over $800, was won by our new Peter 
Wilson who now has many discerning thirsty new friends.

The highlight was certainly the naming on our new RIB, 
the Ant Grage, by Ant Grage. Ant gave a delightful 
speech in his usual self deprecatory flavour (such a 
modest gentleman is hard to find these days) and 
containing many hysterical historical anecdotes assisted 
in the recall by daughter, and fellow victim, Anna. The 
RIB was mysteriously shrouded in a spinaker whose 
purpose became known at the unveiling with the release 
of 40 helium balloons in green white and blue to the 
acclamation of the assembled.

The puffy winds did not deter a couple of intrepid spirits 
to sail past the Commodore. They were supported by the 
many on the deck were who could enjoy the last of their 
bubbles in comfort and shade.

At clean up time the Commodore led the broom brigade 
and new members followed his lead; clearing, washing, 
drying and stacking, to make the place all ship shape to 
conclude a very happy and satisfying opening day.  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Decorations thanks Grant & Sue-

David's SBYC team put it together well-

...and the deserts, mm mmmm-

A Deckfull of Commodores-



More Open Day-
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Luca screwing the Tower' chairs, in a 
nice way-

Ken & Ant discussing-

"hope Ant finishes soon, it's hot in here..." Happy 40th to FYC- hip ray!

A family of Grages- Denise, John and Sue enjoy their new club-



Kenery's Winter Travels 
In Connecticut recently, Kate and I visited Mystic Seaport: 
The Museum of America and the Sea.  It’s the largest 
maritime museum in the United States, covering 19 acres 
on the Mystic River, and for 80 years has been collecting 
and preserving the seafaring past.  The museum has 
three main aspects: exhibition halls and gallery spaces, a 
recreated 19th century maritime hamlet and a working 
shipyard.  The village has around 35 buildings, houses, 
shops, work sheds, wharfs; even a full-size replica of 
Nantucket Island’s famous Brant Point wooden 
lighthouse. 
The formal exhibition spaces not only display various 
maritime art and photographs, such as the famous 
Rosenfeld Collection, but also collections of nautical 
instruments, ship figureheads, even a hall of small classic 
yachts.  The full-on shipyard preserves the museum’s 
fleet of more than 500 historic craft.  The standouts?  The 
1882 full-rigged ship Joseph Conrad, the 1841 whaleship 
Charles W. Morgan, the gorgeous 1921 fishing schooner 
L.A.Dutton, also various beautiful 19th century Cape Cod 
Catboats.  The timing of our visit was good.  We arrived 
early and had the place virtually to ourselves for much of 
the morning.  As it turned out the museum admission is 
good for two days, so we revisited next morning for an 
hour or two.  Only wish we could have made that a week 
or so: a seriously fabulous place.
Russell Kenery
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Mathew Flinders' 
Open Boat Voyages

The epic circumnavigations by Matthew Flinders tend 
to be writ large, with little written about his remarkable 
open boat voyages. All sailors and anyone with a love 
of history will connect with the stories in this
monograph, published by Flinders Yacht Club 
Price: $15-00. All sales proceeds support Flinders 
Yacht Club’s sail training activities.
All enquiries to: rkenery@bigpond.com.au 

Mark Turnbull talks Racing
Follow this advice and you'll go far, or crazy, but that's 
yacht racing in the big time. Makes you glad to be at 
Flinders where the handicapper tempers such crude 
behaviour.
http://www.sailing.org.au/gold-medallist-mark-turnbull-
irc-racing/

Great Christmas gift & 
support YOUR yacht club-

Kenerys at a Cape Cod Light-

http://www.sailing.org.au/gold-medallist-mark-turnbull-irc-racing/
http://www.sailing.org.au/gold-medallist-mark-turnbull-irc-racing/
mailto:rkenery@bigpond.com.au
mailto:rkenery@bigpond.com.au


Vice Commodore - 
 
A special welcome to our new members, we look forward 
to meeting you and encourage you to make use of all the 
club facilities. If you don’t have a boat we have a range of 
training boats available – Pacers for adults and young 
adults and Optis for children and one or two Lasers if you 
have some sailing experience. 
If you would like to learn to sail there is a Learn to Sail 
program between Boxing Day and New Year’s Day for 
both adults and children at a reasonable cost. If you 
would like to crew on a keel boat you will be welcomed 
by some of our keel boat skippers looking for crew. If 
power boating is more your thing we often need people to 
operate the patrol boats. You would need a boating 
licence to skipper the patrol boat but not to be crew. If 
you would like to get a boating licence, see me. If you 
want to have a magnificent view of Western Port Bay 
consider a stint in the control tower one afternoon. You 
won’t be by yourself, it’s good fun and you would be 
serving a very important purpose in maintaining the 
safety of our ‘off the beach’ boating members. If boating 
is not your thing you are just as welcome to sit on our 
magnificent deck, watch the yachts and enjoy the after-
race company of all our members. Perhaps you would 
just like to have a swim at Flinders then wash the salt off 
in our recently renovated bathrooms.
 
All our patrol boats have been serviced and are ready for 
the season. Remember that if you have finished your 
duty on a patrol boat please ensure that you hose down 
the boat and the trailer, paying particular attention to the 
wheel areas of the trailers. It is also necessary to flush 
the motor with the flushing device, however, if no water is 
coming out of the tell-tale after fifteen seconds switch the 
motor off and leave it.
 
While we'd like to increase participation at all levels it 
would be especially great to involve more females on the 
water. We may be able to source a keelboat for an all girl 
crew, and or perhaps a series with a worthwhile prize. 
Please email me your thoughts.
All yacht clubs rely on the spirit of volunteerism and your 
committee urges you to get involved in whatever way you 
may choose, large or small. Apparently, medical studies 
show, volunteering is good for you.
 
May there always be puff in your luff (but not too much)
 

Grant Mathews
Vice Commodore
 
grantm@surf.net.au 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VC Grant has an idea to promote female sailing,
This bevy having heard of it are full speed ahead
to Flinders. Watch this space as detail unfolds....

"ooh that's a good idea Rod" says VC Grant 
to the ex Commodore.

Helen, Sue and Grant enjoy some fruit of 
their labour in fermented carbonated juice 
form after setting up for Open day. 
Grant "...now how good is this?". 

mailto:grantm@surf.net.au


Sailing-
Upcoming dates:
  
Sunday 20 November 2016 – Spring Series 6 & 7 1330
 
Saturday & Sunday 3 & 4 December 2016 – I14 & B14 
Skiff Weekend
 
Monday 26 December 2016  Twilight 1 1730 for OTB & 
Keel Boats
 
All FYC sailors are welcome to participate in the Spring 
Series, it is determined on Yardstick but it is a good way 
to some practice in before the Championship Races and 
get a club handicap sorted.
 
See you on the water.


Rick Barker
Sailing Captain.
 
richard@millerhm.com.au
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Sailing Captain Rick topping up new members 
Denise and Linley-

Ant happily hands over his boat to its new owner, to stay in Flinders-

How good is that deck with Dino's new 
shade sails?! and the aspect

mailto:richard@millerhm.com.au


FYC History-

FLINDERS CRASH BOATS
The first FYC rescue boat was a Haynes Hunter fibreglass 16 foot cuddy cabin hull 
with a 40hp out-board engine. The boat was donated by Westernport Safety 
Council when FYC was started in 1976. It was never given a name – in those days 
the common term for the rescue boats around the Bay was “the crash boat”.

The engine was changed every 3 to 4 years with grants from Victorian government, 
when the second-hand price equalled original purchase price as no sales tax was 
paid. It was good sea-boat, useful as we could be called on to go outside West 
Head by WSC in emergencies. However, it was difficult to get to the foredeck as 
the cabin was full width. 

A story about this boat:
One afternoon when the wind was 25+ knots N, ex-Commodore John Nilsen 
phoned me about a 26’ Hobie catamaran being cartwheeled to Bass Strait with the 
crew flying in large circles at the end of the trapeze: would I help him get the crash 
boat out to them? It was at its mooring and in a short time the four of us (including 
John’s and my daughters) were bashing across the waves to where the Hobie had 
its main down and was more or less under control. He took our line and we started 
a slow tow to Flinders. It was then we noticed that there was a fair bit of water 
sloshing back and forth in the bilge – the forward hatch wasn’t closed shut, and 
now it was we who were finding control difficult. Fortunately the Somers crash boat 
had come out by then and we handed over to them, then pumped like mad. The 
Somers crew looked very efficient in bright new life jackets; John and I were in 
shorts and tee-shirts with off-beach life jackets, but the girls (both horse-riders) 
were wearing Drizabones (!) to hide their lack of any sort of flotation assistance. 
The crash boat got a few more jackets after that.

We still needed a second rescue boat: Commodore John Barrett set his heart on a 
Sea Dog, an 18ft fibreglass open boat with a single-cylinder inboard diesel; it was 
slow, and vibrated like a pile-driver. I took it one dead calm day with a friend 
(“Commodore’s entitlement”) to Seal Rocks, and coming back wandered across 
Middle Bank. Suddenly a perfectly-shaped wave rose up, with the Sea Dog sliding 
across the face of it. We hung on, and the wave didn’t break, but we turned for 
home!

The Sea Dog was sold soon afterwards, and its replacement was the first of our 
continuing fleet of RIBs (rigid inflatable boats), and each successive one has been 
better both in design and construction and suitability to our needs.

That wasn’t the end of our crash boats, however. When the committee decided to 
replace the Haynes (after nearly 30 years’ service) Commodore Peter Dawson ask 
me to help with the selection of a large RIB. To my everlasting regret I argued 
strongly for a new 16ft aluminium fishing boat, and Peter graciously gave in. It was 
named the “John Barrett”. It had all-round open gunwales – but in most respects it 
turned out to be quite unsuitable for our needs, which had changed somewhat over 
the years.

Thus I joined John in having selected two thoroughly bad boats - so this is my mea 
culpa. Fortunately for the Club I have had very little to do with the selection of 
RIBs, and in naming this new RIB after me I think today’s committee may be 
unaware of my priors. I feel very honoured, and wish all who go to sea in the “Ant 
Grage” good luck and success in maintaining the strong safety record of the 
Flinders Yacht Club.

Ant Grage
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