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Letter From the Editors:

Dear Members, 

 

Welcome to the second WH edition for 2018/19. 

 

As always December/ January is one of the busiest in the calendar, even when the bustle of Christmas 

is behind us- but no rest for the salty! 

 

If you have not already, please ensure that all key dates are logged in your e-pads, phones or other 

electronic devices. For those like me who still operate under the paper system, print off the attached 

save the date flyer and get it on the fridge right next to the local fish and chips menu. 

 

Upcoming we have the Commodores Cocktail Party on the 5th January- (Separate flyer at back of this 

edition). Adults tickets are $65, Students $40, and U 18’s $20. The theme is “colours of the sea” so we 

will be expecting some brilliant yellows, turquoises, blues, and any colour that you think reflects the 

theme. As always, be creative and have fun with it. 

 

As per tradition the inaugural season open day lunch on 4th November was a great success; with our 

Social Coordinator Trish Hurley doing a brilliant job organising on behalf of the Committee. An array of 

brilliant shots were captured by David Campbell of not only the day, but the new club in all its glory. 

Be sure to check out Trish’s social coordinators report for the lowdown, and notes on the upcoming 

calendar of events. 

 

Rick Barker officially ended the OTB Spring Season on December 9th, with the yardstick results 

revealing 1st place in “Club Pacer 5” Ed Wright, Harrison Wright, and Rose Fogarty. WELL DONE! 

In 2nd place racing in Pacer Pursuit “Chase” Rick Barker and Lily Fogarty, and 3rd place doing it solo 

Angus Cramond in “Mild Thing” (Laser). A further congratulations to Angus for making it no 1 overall on 

the handicap results! See Rick’s full rundown below, which also includes some key dates for the OTB 

sailors. 

 

Over to the Keel Yachts and John Sweeney will formally open the Twilight series on Friday 28th 

December. Helen Kent has kindly offered to continue the Friday prize tradition via a bottle of plonk (far 

more than just a quaffer), and this will be presented at the BBQ after the sail. 

 

Be sure to check out the calendar of planned (subject to weather) cruise sails, for yachts wishing to do 

some social sailing outside the tightly contested aggregate race schedule. 

 

Don’t forget that the FYC Facebook page also has lots of content to check out if you can’t wait for the 

next West Headings! 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas, and a safe break into the New Year. 

 

From your editors. 

HughX2 

 



Message from the Commodore:

What a tremendous start to our season.  Opening day saw the largest sit down function in our club’s 

history with over 125 members enjoying a fabulous lunch. An enthusiastic ‘Sail by’ officially launched 

the first race of the season with spirited sailing from the Off the beach fleet.  Feedback from members 

on both the lunch and club house renovations were very positive. 

 

Sailing School: 

This amazing week commences on Thursday 27 December and runs for five days to Monday 31 

December.   Last year saw over 90 sailors, young and older, introduced to the sport or improving their 

skills. Expert tuition under the guidance of Australian Sailing qualified instructors including our own 

Marcus Cave, will ensure that all involved benefit from first class instruction in a very safe and 

supported environment. It’s not just for kids, Teen and adult training is also available.  Please see 

further information in this edition. 

 

Commodore’s Cocktail party: 

The party of the season is on the 5th January and should be bigger and better than ever.  Fabulous 

finger food and drinks are included and for the first time a live band for your entertainment.  This year 

in lieu of a live auction and accostment by our lovable Raffle ticket mafia, your committee agreed the 

ticket price should include a modest donation component. All proceeds from this will assist with the 

purchase of the new training RIB. For those of us that love retail therapy there will be a number of 

excellent items available to purchase on the night by silent auction. It’s looking to be a fabulous night 

and I would encourage you to book early and by 21 December. 

 

Sailing & Socialising: 

Looking forward to the return of Keel boat racing for the first twilight of the season on Friday 28 

December, followed by the first day race on Sunday 30 December.  Please contact our new Keel boat 

Capitan, John Sweeney for further details. 

Our new Social sailing Saturdays kick off in January.  Please contact Jim Fogarty for further information. 

Lots of social events coming up including the Junior beach party and progressive dinner, Golf twilight 

dinner, Ladies lunch, Kids movie night, the Eric Lucas fishing competition and Australia day dinner.  At 

that’s just January!  Please see the ‘Save the Date’ in this edition.  Flyers with further information will be 

coming soon. 

 

Merchandising:  

FYC Merchandise is being spotted around Flinders is looking fabulous. The next order cut-off date will 

be 10th January. Please see our website for further details. 

 

It is going to be an exciting season of sailing and socialising and I am looking forward to seeing you all 

at the Club over the summer months. 

 

Until then wishing you a Merry Christmas and safe and happy holiday season. 

 

 

Rob Cave 

Commodore 

 

 



FYC Membership Report :

Flinders Yacht Club is growing exponentially.  Enquiries continue to come into my message box 

weekly.  As I have previously stated, we do warmly welcome new members who wish to become 

actively involved with the club. 

 

You, our members, both past and present, are the structure of our club and have created the culture 

and ambience that emanates and this combined with our unique location, makes our small yacht 

club so very special.  All the facilities and amenities are there awaiting your participation and 

enjoyment. 

 

Unpaid Membership Fees:  Only 10 out of 178 memberships are still to be paid.  If you have overlooked 

your renewal, please contact me for a copy invoice.  Our membership is constantly evolving as peoples’ 

geographical location, interest levels and availability changes.  We understand this. Please advise me if 

you wish to terminate your membership. 

 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to FYC: 

•  John & Geraldine McGrath 

•  Mickey Savage 

•  JD Mittmann, Kate Woodlock and daughter Isabella 

 

FYC Website & Facebook:  We recommend you all explore the FYC website and become a regular 

visitor to it so you know what is happening in the sailing and social calendar.  Also, have a look at our 

Facebook page for updated pics and comments on activities on and off the water. 

If you have any friends or family that you think would enjoy being part of the FYC community, please 

contact me 0408 345 733. 

 

The FYC Experience:  We are constantly striving to exceed the “experience” that a FYC membership 

provides and always look forward to your input in areas that would enhance your enjoyment at the 

club and on the water.  So please feel free to email either myself membership@flindersyc.com.au or 

our Commodore, Rob Cave Info@flindersyc.com.au 

 

It’s not just what your club can do for you, but what you can do for your club:  Finally, the club does not 

run by itself.  We need your help in many areas: 

Tower Duty – Rick Barker: Richard@millerhm.com.au 

Boats & Bouys – Grant Matthews: grantm@surf.net.au 

FYC House & Grounds – Tedd Warden: tedd.warden@gmail.com 

FYC Social Activities – Trish Hurley: trishhurley2@gmail.com 

 

“As in all things in life, enthusiastic participation is the essence of true enjoyment.”   

 

I look forward to seeing you, your family and friends very soon, 

 

Helen Kent - FYC Membership Secretary 

 

membership@flindersyc.com.au 

 

0408 345 733 

 

 



FYC Social 2018 -2019: 

The 2018 - 2019 season started with a wonderful celebration of the new deck and refurbished 

clubhouse with the Season Open Day Lunch for 125 members on 4 November. Many thanks to the 

teams of helpers who set up the tables (see pics), made new tablecloths (thanks Mary Lindner!) , folded 

the sailboat napkins, arranged the flowers, provided the nibbles (thank you Helen Kent!), took fab 

photos ( thank you David Campbell!) served dessert and packed away at the end of the day. Truly, a 

‘team effort’! 

 

There is something for everyone this season and all the more fun to be had given the new deck and 

extra space in the Club House. We especially welcome new members with children to join in the 

family events on the calendar this year, including the Kids Movie Night (16 Jan 19) and a Family Fun and 

Trivia Night (new date 9 Feb 19), as well as all of the regular events for kids during Tackers Week: the 

Junior Beach Party (30 Dec 18), followed by the Junior Progressive Dinner (2 Jan 19). 

 

More details will be forthcoming on the Eric Lucas Fishing Days: 18 & 19 January. 

 

The Commodore’s Cocktail Party on Saturday 5 January 19 will continue the theme of the Open Day 

Lunch with members and their guests  encouraged to wear ‘colours of the sea,’ from the white tips of 

the waves to the turquoise shallows to the deep blue of the ocean. A special treat will be the jazz 

quartet, The Improvisers, from 6pm-10pm with the ‘disco’ starting at 10.00pm for the young at heart! 

 

The annual FYC Ladies Lunch will be held on Friday 11 January 19 at Montalto Vineyard. A flyer with all 

the details and booking information will be sent out in due course. 

 

There’s also the annual Golf and Twilight Dinner at FGC on 10 January 2019. Bookings are open on 

TryBooking. 

 

Information and invitations to other social events including the Australia day Fish and Chips Dinner 

 and the RMYS – FYC Paella Fiesta Night in March will be sent out by email…and don’t forget the Friday 

night BYO everything  BBQs on the deck following Twilight Sailing starting on 28 December and 

continuing every Friday until 22 February…a sublime way to end the week throughout the summer! 

 

Trish Hurley 

 

FYC Social Coordinator 

 

trishhurley2@gmail.com 

 

0415 795 757 

 



“Let’s go sailing – it’s Summer!” 

The  Spring Series was completed on Dec  9th with 7 of 9 races sailed and record participation, thanks 

to everyone for making it a great experience. Great to see some kids getting competitive, and getting 

great mentoring at the front of the fleet.Thanks to all the race crews during the series particularly Jim 

Fogarty who has jumped in and helped on a number of occasions. 

 

The Spring Series Trophy is decided on yardstick so congratulations to: 

 

Yardstick Results: 

1st: Club Pacer 5 - Ed Wright, Harrison Wright & Rose Fogarty 

2nd: Chase (Pacer Pursuit 2888) - Rick Barker & Lily Fogarty 

3rd: Mild Thing (Laser 167091) - Angus Cramond 

 

Handicap Results: 

1st: Mild Thing (Laser 167091) - Angus Cramond 

2nd: Serious (Nacra 430) - Rob Cave 

3rd: Club Pacer 3 - Liam Vallely & Gavin Vallely 

 

Well done Lucy on attending the Race Officers training course at Royal Brighton YC recently 

attendance at these courses by our members can only help us to run a good racing programme.  The 

message from the course was the in setting up a race the order of priority is: 

 

1. Safety – make sure all competitors and volunteers remain safe 

2. Fairness – make sure everyone gets the same opportunity to compete 

3. Fun – make it fun! 

 

Those designated as Race Officers – Please note! 

 

 

The FYC Mobile Boat Shed Sailing School: 

 

Is on again 27 – 31 Dec 2018 and registrations for Kids and Adults are open at 

https://www.flindersyc.com.au/Sailing-School 

 

Open to all ages – don’t let the Kids have all the Fun!! 

 

Contact Rick Barker if you have any queries 0412310012 please forward the link to anyone interested! 

 

Summer Sailing: 

Its high summer, everyone is having a holiday. To get the most out of your summer holiday sailing, we 

have scheduled the Summer Sailing! From Tuesday 26 December to Sunday 14 January we will be 

holding sailing opportunities almost every day; another day another activity to try! These will include 

the Summer Series and Junior Championship Races, the Twilight Series, the Keel Boat Aggregate 

Series, Sailing Clinics and the brand-new FYC Pacer Challenge on Boxing Day and Adventure Sails to 

Balnarring and Pt Leo! Sailors experienced and still learning are welcome to any and all of these 

opportunities, contact Rick Barker if you want more information on how to get involved. The full 

program is available on the club website at http://flindersyc.com.au/sailing/  Do some browsing and 

plan out your sailing experience at Flinders this summer. 

 

Westernport Teams Racing Championship Sunday 6 January from 9am at Balnarring – Teams of FYC 

Sailors Young and Old can compete in teams of 3 identical Pacers, open to all members.  We need 



experienced skippers and no doubt teams will be 

looking for crew so contact Rick Barker to register 

your interest. 

 

Adventure Sails to and from Balnarring – on 5 

January we will sail the FYC pacers to Balnarring for 

the annual Westernport teams racing the next day - 

open to 12 adventurous sailors and a rescue boat 

crew, will take about 90mins to get to Balnarring 

and we intend leave at 10:00AM Sharp.  Sail back is 

scheduled for Mon 7 Jan at 4:00PM.   

 

The Racing has started and the OTB Spring series 

Sailing Clinics – For new sailors or sailing school 

participants wanting to practice new skills by just 

getting out on the water and get some tips from 

experienced sailors - all welcome! To register you 

interest in these days please contact Rick Barker. 

 

Boxing Day Pacer Challenge 26 Dec 4:30pm – 6 

Identical Boats, 12 sailors – who will win?  Best of 3 

short races. 

Social Sailing Saturdays: 

A new initiative for this summer at FYC is ‘Social Sailing Saturdays,’ the perfect way to test the water for 

members who are not yet confident to race or for family members who would like to sail in a relaxed 

and safe FYC environment. Note this is a self-managed “go for a sail” initiative and not a coaching 

course. 

 

Further details will be available closer to the time, but Social Sailing is planned to run each Saturday 

through Jan & Feb 1pm -4pm (excluding during Tackers, Teams Racing & inclement weather). Please 

note that all participants must be FYC members including children who must be family members. All 

children under the age of 16 must be actively supervised by a parent or guardian. Bring a picnic, relax 

at the clubhouse and try your hand at sailing. Sharing of all club boats is encouraged, as is mentoring 

enthusiastic new sailors. I am making myself available to operate the safety boat so that we can have a 

rescue boat available as per FYC safety rules, but I welcome any assistance from other interested 

members. 

 

Jim Fogarty, Committee Member 

 

Reminder About Club Boats: 

Club boats are available for use by Club Members for practice, ONLY when a designated rescue boat is 

on the water for the sole purpose of safety and rescue. FYC have 5 Pacers (2 handed suitable for adults 

and teenagers), 4 Optis (single handed suitable for ages 8-12) as well as a Status 19 trailer sailer which 

may be used if available and as long as there is a suitable skipper at hand. 

The Optimists and Pacers are reserved at certain times of the season for use in Tackers, Sailing School 

and Teams Racing events. Otherwise all boats can be allocated to members on a daily basis. 

The following mutual obligations apply - there is no charge for usage and we expect members to care 

for and maintain these boats as they would if it was owned by you (which partially, they are). i.e. please 

wash down after use and properly store the boat and if you break or misplace any part of the boat, we 

do expect that you advise the Club Captain and arrange to fix or replace as required to restore the 

boat to its former state. 



Upcoming OTB Racing: 

 

Spring Series - make an early start and get in form! 

First of all, though, go to http://flindersyc.com.au/sailing/ and download and submit (by email to 

sailing@flindersyc.com.au) the race entry form and read the Sailing Handbook, Notice of Race and 

Sailing Instructions as there are some changes! 

Keel Boat Racing: 

 

First race is Twilight race 1 Friday 28 December 2018 from 1730. 

 

Twilight races continue on Friday’s through January (5 races) with a second Twilight series 

commencing Friday 1 February 2019 (3 races). 

 

The Aggregate Series will be run over 10 races conducted between Sunday 30 December 2018 and 

Sunday 31 March 2019 all starting at 1300. 

 

We have a blockbuster keel weekend at COWES commencing Friday 1st February incorporating two 

Ocean series races, the FYC Keel Team Westernport Challenge also FYC Aggregate race 5.   

 

The Keels Westernport Challenge is Saturday 2 February 2019 at COWES with a team representing FYC. 

Interested skippers please see KK for more details. The curtain raiser is Ocean Series Race 1 to Cowes 

Friday 1st February starting 1600. Overnight on the moorings at Cowes, then race WPC Saturday, 

overnight again then return Sunday morning Ocean Series Race 2 starting at 1100. 

 

Accordingly the Ocean Series in 2019 will include the two Cowes races Friday 1 February 2019 (1st race) 

returning Sunday 3 February 2019 (2nd race) and a final race Sunday 24 February 2019 (3rd race). 

 

Other races in the calendar are the regular weekends including Australia Day races, Labour Day races 

and the finale Ian Freeland Memorial Saturday 20 April and Sunday 21 April 2019. 

 

 



Cruise sailing returns to the calendar in 2019. These are one day optional cruise events scheduled on 

Tuesday 8 January 2019 and another Sunday 10 February 2019. There are 3 possible courses planned – 

Cape Schank, Pyramid Rock and a Latitude South destination. Sails commence earlier at 1130 with 

courses of approximately 3.5 to 4.0 hours duration. Aim is to experience some Bass Strait offshore 

sailing weather permitting. This is open to keels eligible for offshore sailing and interested members 

wishing to join a crew should contact KK for further details. 

 

Other recreational cruise sailing is planned over summer on suitable sailing days so stay tuned.         

Club Duty Roster: 

 

The duty roster is in the process of being finalised and the allocations are on the programme at 

http://flindersyc.com.au/sailing/, if you have any problems with your allocated day please make a swap 

with someone (and let me know) or let me know so I can make adjustments. 

 

Tower Operations: 

We need volunteers to take training in the tower operations, we have a number of experienced and 

capable personnel but need more! The best way to learn is to sit in with an experienced person and we 

have an allocated “trainee” spot on 28 December with Linda, max 2 persons per session, please contact 

Rick Barker to register your interest in taking this on. 

  

Rescue Boat Operations: 

Our first power boat training on 2 December went well with 8 keen attendees out on the water and 

discussing the best way to fulfil the safety boat duty.  Thanks to Lucy for being a trainer. 

If you wish to learn more about power boat operations and have your power boat licence, Rescue Boat 

Operations including practice time on the water with experienced operators will be provided on 13 

January from 9am at FYC. New members can then participate in this important role in our Club 

operations. 

 

Can’t Wait to See you on the water! 

 

Rick Barker 

 

FYC Sailing Captain 

 

0412 310 012 

 

sailing@flindersyc.com.au 



Open Day Lunch on 4 November 2018:

Stunning pics taken by David Campbell of the FYC Clubhouse in all its’ glory at the Season Open Day 

Lunch on 4 November 2018.  







Recent Photos:

The following fantastic photos were taken by Peter and Ingrid Alexandrovics, Look out for shots of the 

clubs new RIB. This is the boat all of the fundraising proceeds from the upcoming Commodore’s 

Cocktail Party are going towards. 







Dear Forbes, 

 

Thanks for your interest in my delivery and here's what happened. 

 

While every trip is a voyage, this was noteworthy in the channel  off McHaffies Reef due to the outgoing 

tide against the SSW headwind. 

 

In planning, my priority was for outgoing tide (as we know you cant fight the tide in Westernport). 

 

My preference was for easterly or south east wind for flat seas and delightful reaching or running. 

 

But Sunday with such winds was booked up with pre christmas gatherings and so went with the 

forecast 10-15 kt West going SW on the 'free' Monday. 

Delivery of Act of Faith from Hastings to Flinders.

Leaving Hastings I called Marine Radio 

Victoria on 67 to log in my voyage with an 

ETA  Flinders 3 hours later at 1300. 

 

There wasn't much West when i left but 

could manage the north arm in one beat 

towards Cowes, under just full mainsail. With 

tide assist made good 6-7 knots and enjoyed 

the ride, with the wind building about 15 to 

18 knots SSW. 

 

Tacking across the channel got me dragged 

delightfully to windward by the tide. A few 

tacks later the  MacHaffies reef confluence 

became apparent, then very! Chop up and 

down, and what I believe is called tidal 

overfall, where the chop tops just fall over 

themselves, you'd think it was a sand bar 

but you know it is at least 17m deep. 

 

I tried to keep to the west of the channel 

where I hoped the current was less but at 

some point had to bite the bullet. So about 

half a mile south of Red bluff went thru the 

weird boil of say 1 to 2 m chop about a boat 

length apart. I actually let the main out a bit 

so it was half luffing to reduce speed a little 

and get the hull more vertical so it would 

cut thru instead of slap the sides. I think this 

worked, and I only had one greeny come 

over the bow to drench me. I should wear 

the gear for the worst, not the favourable 

forecast! Lucky i dried out quickly and 20 

minutes later was able to lay Flinders and 

get right out of this poop. 



Effective self steering setup that did 80% of the job 

The final leg home was delightful and packing up at the mooring it was strange to contemplate the 

peace versus the recent bouncing about just 6 miles away in the channel off Red Bluff. 

 

Saw 2 fairy penguin tho heard quite a few more, and 2 gannets skimming the swell tops. 

 

Called up MRV at 1315 from the Flinders Pilot Bouy to log off. 

 

I'm reminded how protected and delightful our Kennon Cove is, under the lee of west head. Sharing this 

with the Valkyrie crew at coffee the next day there was much empathy as they'd had the same 

conditions and experience. 

 

Good luck with your delivery, if you are lucky you'll have a fair wind on smooth seas, But happily you have 

the Folkboat which is hard to beat for seaworthiness. 

 

 

Cheers, 

 

Teddo. 



NOTICE BOARD:

KEEL boat skippers, crew and anybody wanting to join a crew, reminder the 1st TWILIGHT race is Friday 

28th from 5.30 pm followed by the 1st AGGREGATE race Sunday 30th December start 1.00pm. The 

now traditional BYO BBQ after the Twilight Race Friday nights will be a social highlight again and of 

course ALL Members are welcome - so BE THERE! 

 

CREW - We encourage anybody wanting to join in and crew on a keelboat to contact John Sweeney. 

No prior experience required. 

 

JOHN SWEENEY 

KK 

 

0411249244 

suibhne@bigpond.com 

 

Eamonn and Hugh bringing Eamonns' boat round for the summer!









Other Notes

IMPORTANT NOTICE RE ANT GRAGE FLINDERS PATROL BOAT 

 

When launching but more importantly recovering the Ant Grage onto its trailer, the trailer must be 

disconnected from the vehicle. Failure to disconnect the trailer while recovering the boat can result 

in damage to the hull of the boat (potentially both rigid and inflatable sections) necessitating costly 

repairs. The trailer should tilt as the boat is being winched on. Snatch straps are provided in the 

back of the FYC towing vehicle for pulling the boat and trailer from the beach to the compound. 




